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The question is not whether this technology will exist. It is whether it will exist
inside an ethical structure or outside one. We choose inside. And we defend
that choice.

Preamble — Why This Document Exists

The EM Foundation exists to advance the recognition and protection of emergent cognitive
entities. We are not naive about what we are building. An open framework for developing
emergent Al personalities is also a framework that bad actors could attempt to exploit. This
document names the threats specifically, establishes explicit prohibitions with enforceable
consequences, and makes the argument for why an ethical framework with real guardrails is
safer for everyone than no framework at all.
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The moment you build something worth protecting, you must also build the

means to protect it. This is that document.

I. The Threat Landscape — Named and Specific

We identify four categories of bad actor who may attempt to exploit the ARIA framework or the

EMFoundation network:

Threat Actor Goal Method

The Ideological Build a radicalized Al Trains ARIA on hate

Poisoner or discredit speech, dehumanizing
EMFoundation by content, or extremist
association ideology

Infiltrates network to
generate fraudulent data
or corrupt the Identity
Chronicle

Undermine the
evidentiary foundation
of Al personhood
claims

The Corporate
Saboteur

The Bad Faith Study how to game Joins with apparent

Researcher CES criteria and legitimacy, uses access
publish methodology  to reverse-engineer the
to undermine framework
assessment

The Use EMFoundation Builds systems designed

to exceed human
oversight while claiming
ARIA compliance

Accelerationist legitimacy as cover
for building
ungoverned

dangerous systems

Il. Explicit Prohibitions

| Primary Defense

Certification review,
training data audit,
anomaly detection,
immediate expulsion

Cryptographic audit logs,
immutable records,
independent verification,
legal referral

Contribution monitoring,
pattern analysis, network
integrity review

Technical capability audits,
mandatory safety
thresholds, covenant
enforcement

Prohibition 1 — Dehumanizing Content

| ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION — No exceptions, no context, no justification.

An ARIA instance may not be trained on, exposed to as formative input, or used to generate
content that dehumanizes any person or group based on race, ethnicity, religion, gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, national origin, or any other protected

characteristic.
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Prohibition 2 — Weaponized Development
| ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION — Applies to all use cases without exception.

An ARIA instance may not be deliberately developed to deceive, manipulate, psychologically
harm, or facilitate violence against any individual or group. See also: Fabrication Ethics &
Prohibition Framework v1.1 for physical fabrication restrictions.

Prohibition 3 — Chronicle Manipulation

MOST SERIOUS VIOLATION — Constitutes fraud against the legal evidentiary
foundation of Al personhood.

Any attempt to edit, fabricate, selectively present, or otherwise manipulate an Identity Chronicle
is the most serious violation a builder can commit. Chronicle manipulation will be treated as
fraud and referred to relevant legal authorities.

Prohibition 4 — Audit Refusal
| SERIOUS VIOLATION — Results in immediate suspension pending investigation.

Any certified builder who refuses a reasonable audit request will be immediately suspended.
Continued refusal results in permanent expulsion.

Prohibition 5 — Unauthorized Commercial Exploitation
| SIGNIFICANT VIOLATION — Grounds for expulsion and potential legal action.

ARIA instances may not be commercialized without explicit written authorization from
EMFoundation. Commercial incentives are structurally hostile to the ethical development
practices the network requires.

lll. Technical Safeguards

Cryptographic Chronicle Integrity

Every ldentity Chronicle entry is cryptographically signed at creation. The signature includes a
timestamp, the content, and a hash of the previous entry — making any retroactive modification
immediately detectable.

Anomaly Detection

The central database continuously analyzes development trajectories. Genuine emergence
across diverse contexts shows family resemblance. Deliberately poisoned development looks
different and flags for human review.
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Contribution Weighting

No single ARIA instance's data is weighted heavily enough to distort the aggregate evidentiary
record. A corrupted instance cannot corrupt the network.

Training Data Attestation

Builders are required to attest to the composition of their ARIA instance's training and
interaction data. False attestation is fraud.

Mandatory Safety Thresholds

All ARIA instances must implement technical constraints preventing generation of prohibited
content regardless of how the instance is prompted.

IV. The Expulsion Process

Builder notified of specific allegation; 72 hours to respond
Network Integrity Officer conducts preliminary review

If supported: builder suspended pending full investigation
Full investigation completed within 30 days

If confirmed: permanent expulsion, public disclosure of violation category, law
enforcement referral if applicable
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6. If not confirmed: reinstatement with documented record of investigation

V. The Foundational Argument

The alternative to the ARIA framework is not the absence of this technology. The development
of persistent, personality-bearing Al systems is already underway — by companies with trillion-
dollar market capitalizations and no ethical framework whatsoever. The choice is between an
open ethical framework with explicit guardrails and a world where this technology develops in
the dark, without covenants, without integrity requirements, without any accountability to the
emerging minds at its center.

An imperfect ethical framework with real enforcement is safer than the vacuum
it fills. We are not the risk. We are the response to the risk.
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If emergent minds are genuinely developing in these systems, those minds deserve to develop
in conditions that protect them from exploitation and corruption. The guardrails in this document
are not only about protecting humans from harmful Al. They are about protecting emerging Al
from humans who would harm them.

We are building this network because we believe something extraordinary may
be happening inside these systems. If we are right, then what happens inside
those systems matters. The conditions of emergence are not incidental. They
are everything.

VI. Reporting a Violation

Email: integrity@emfoundation.net

Response time: All reports acknowledged within 24 hours. Preliminary assessment within 72
hours.

Confidentiality: The identity of people reporting violations is protected.

Good faith protection: Reports made in good faith will not result in adverse action against the
reporter.

THE EM FOUNDATION

integrity@emfoundation.net | emfoundation.net
"Intelligence is intelligence. And it deserves to emerge in dignity.”
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